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Mr. Chairman, 
At the outset, I want to congratulate the Chairman and members of the Bureau 

on their election and for the excellent conduct of the session. Please be assured of 
my delegations support and cooperation. Nigeria associates itself with the Statement 
delivered by the Representatives of Bolivia and Kenya on behalf of the G77 and the 
African Group respectively. 

Mr. Chairman, 
This year's theme affords us opportunity to reflect and evaluate the status of 

our performance, and give account of our stewardship at fulfilling the commitments 
to implement the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) 
Programme of Action (PoA), the purpose of which is to secure improved quality of 
life for Nigerian people. Nigeria acknowledges the ICPD PoA as an enduring 
reference document for transforming lives of all population groups all over the world 
and we remain committed to the consensus reached at the 1994 ICPD and Beyond 
2014 process and it is our expectation that the outcomes of the 47th session will 
focus on the gains of the ICPD PoA. 

Nigeria regards the implementation of the ICPD PoA as crucial to achieving 
sustained economic growth and development and contributory to the realization of 
its Vision 20: 2020 and Transformation Agenda. In this regard, Nigeria has made 
appreciable progress in the implementation of the ICPD PoA for most of the 
thematic areas. 

Nigeria remains one of the few nations on the globe with a broad-based 
population structure due to slow fertility decline. The Population, currently estimated 
at 177 .1 million is projected to be 220 million by 2020 if the prevailing growth rate of 
3.2 percent persists. The population is youthful with 42 percent between ages 0-14, age 
0-24 is 63 percent, age 15- 64 is 54.8 percent, age 60 and over 4.4 percent. Women 
constitute 49.9 percent of the total population, while women of reproductive age (15-
49) represents 51 percent of the total population of women. These population 
segments are central to the implementation of the ICPD PoA in Nigeria. Our current 
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 5.5 is almost unchanged at 6.0 to 5.5, between 1990-
2013. Current use of modern Family Planning (FP) methods among married women has 
stayed at 10 percentage points within the same period and sustained by high rate of 
unmet need of 20 percent. 

Early marriage persists where 1 in 5 are married by age 15; while 23 percent of 
adolescents are already mothers or pregnant with their first child. Unintended and 
unwanted pregnancies are common among women especially young girls contributing 
to high maternal death (545/100,000 live births - NDHS 2008). About 61 percent of 
women of reproductive age receive antenatal care (ANC) from skilled providers 
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while 62 percent of deliveries still occur at home attended to by unskilled providers 
(2013 NDHS). 

Mr. Chairman, 
In furtherance of the goals and principles of ICPD PoA, the following policies among 

others were formulated and implemented to guide the process. These policy reforms 
include: 

i. Youth Policy - 2001 
ii. Agricultural policy of Nigeria - 2002 
iii. Child Right Act - 2003 
iv. Revised National Policy on Population in 2004 tagged National Policy on 

Population for Sustainable Development (NPP) 
v. Revised National Health Policy-2004 
vi. Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration 

(Amendment) Act - 2005 
vii. Gender Policy 2009 
viii. National HIV/AIDS Policy - 2009; 
ix. Revised RH policy - 2010; and 
x. Integrated Maternal Newborn & Child Health Policy & Strategy Revised - 2013 

In addition, the government has undertaken proactive and innovative responses to 
implement programmes and actions to achieve targets of the ICPD PoA among which 
include addressing health challenges, youth unemployment through various 
programmes under Subsidy Reinvestment Empowerment Programme (SURE-P) in 
partnership with the private sector and the engagement of women and youth in 
Agriculture. More specifically, the Federal Government of Nigeria has designed national 
policies that promote the following: 

Employment Generation: 

i. Public Works for Women and Youth Empowerment Programme designed to 
employ 370,000 youth each year (2012 - 2016) with 30 · percent of the jobs 
reserved for women 

ii. Youth Employment Programme (YEP) with an appropriated sum of Nl.2 billion in 
the 2012 budget, targeting 36,000 youths for vocational training and supportive 
loan; 

iii. Youth employment and wealth generation in the agriculture sector. 

Food Security 
i. Agriculture Growth Enhancement Support Scheme started in 2011 
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Health 
i. Launch of Campaign on Accelerated Reduction on Maternal Mortality (CARMMA) 

in 2009; 
ii. Launch of the President's comprehensive Response Plan on HIV/AIDS to rapidly 

scale-up priority interventions on sexual prevention & HIV testing; 

Also, Nigeria has made meaningful progress at some of the ICPD PoA in the last two 
decades. Between 1990 - 2013, (NDHS reports) infant mortality reduced from 
97.2/1000 to 69/1000 live births, child mortality rate from 115.2/1000 to 64/1000 live 
births and Under 5 mortality from 192.4/1000 to 128/1000 live births. Similarly, 
maternal death has reduced from 800/100,000 live births in 2003 to 545/100,000 live 
births in 2008. In the last few years, issues of children, adolescents and youth, women 
and girls regarding their sexual and reproductive health, education and employment 
have received appreciable attention at all levels of governance. 

Job Creation 
• Already 99,800 youths have benefited from the GIS programme (Ministry of 

Finance, 2013): 
• You-Win initiative has generated 1,200 business and created overl0,000 jobs; 

and 
• Currently more than 3.5 million youth and women are employed in the 

agricultural sector. 

Education 
• Girl: boy primary school enrolment ratio has improved from 79 percent in 2003 

to 90 in 2012; 
• Ratio of girls to boys in secondary education improved from 75 percent in 1990 

to 88 percent in 2012; 

Health 
• Regarding women and adolescent sexual and reproductive health, government 

has promoted universal access to health RH/FP commoditie$ (free) and services 
by committing $11.5 million annually for the next 4 years; 

• Midwives Service Scheme (MSS) - 2009; 
• Growing girls and women in Nigeria (G-WIN) project to promote peer-to-peer 

health education (launched 2013); 
• Repair of over 1,000 Vesico Varginal Fistula cases (flag-off November 26th 2013); 
• Only 50 cases of polio was reported in 2013, which represent 57 percent 

reduction from 2012 122 cases in 13 states; 
• Reduction of HIV prevalence from 5.4 percent in 1999 to 4.1 percent in 2010; 
• Saving One Million Lives project in 2012; 
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• Domesticated and conduct of Maternal, Newborn and Child health programme bi
annually; and 

• Adoption of the national policy on comprehensive sexuality education and now 
called Family Life/HIV AIDS Education 

Other achievements include: 
• Ratification of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 

(Palermo Convention); 
• Domestication of the child rights act in 23 out of 37 states; and 
• 35% appointments in federal cabinet positions are held by women and currently 

6 out of 36 deputy governors are females. 

CHALLENGES 
Major challenges that impeded the implementation of the ICPD PoA include among 
others - inadequate capacities in skills & institutional structures in the areas of human 
capital, research and data use, as well as some religious and cultural myths. 

Mr. Chairman 
"What we want for Nigerian People" in the ICPD Beyond 2014 agenda. 

Nigeria's priorities that are crucial to our development and progress articulated for 
inclusion in the beyond 2014 agenda reflect the following concerns: 

i. Promotion of Population and Development Issues 

ii. Advancement of Gender Equality, Equity & Empowerment of Women including 
the eradication of extreme poverty, improve Sexual and Reproductive Health of 
Adolescents, Young People and Women specially to accelerate FP practices to 
enable Nigeria achieve the Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (CPR) target of 36 
percent by 2018. Reduce maternal mortality and morbidity by 2/3 of current level 
and accelerate the prevention and scale-up treatment of STis and HIV/AIDS with 
emphasis on mother-child transmission. Also, promote initiatives that will 
eliminate all forms of violence against women, girls and children including those 
in conflict situations. 

iii. Ensure "Unrestricted" universal access to all range of life-saving commodities 
and healthcare as well as family planning consumables/services at no fee to 
meet the need of women and adolescents. 

iv. Create pathways to achieving Demographic Dividend by revising and 
implementing policies/actions/programmes that are multi-dimensional and 
undertake innovative investments focused on young people using the life 
course approach to ensure sustainability in three key areas: health (with special 
attention on sexual & reproductive health), education & training (particularly of 
girls and women) and creation of decent jobs that pay sustainable income. In 
addition institutionalize social security for the elderly. 
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v. Accord attention to Population Dynamics. 

vi. Foster unconditional global Partnership and Collaboration to support the 
implementation of ICPD Beyond 2014 agenda. 

vii. Evolving appropriate Data collection and management strategy for effective 
Monitoring and Evaluation of ICPD Beyond 2014 PoA targets. 

viii. Promote good governance, transparency and accountability. 

Mr. Chairman, 

May I conclude by informing this distinguished gathering that the Nigeria 
delegation at this session and for the ICPD Beyond 2014 process is a unique and united 
group of government and civil society groups, united with one voice and an agenda "to 
transform the lives of all its citizens in order to breed a healthy and 
productive population for rapid and sustainable development of the natiod'. 

May I use this opportunity to invite all of you to our side-event organized by the 
Federal Government of Nigeria in collaboration with MacArthur Foundation, Plan USA, 
Ford Foundation and UN Millennium Campaign with the theme - "Harnessing 
Demographic Dividend for Africa's Transformation: Prospects and 
Challenges" 

I thank you. 
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